Week30 –Death Parts 1 & 2 (Richard)

HIV/aids – THE ROUGH guide

Culturally looked on in different ways

In South Africa 25% of people have Aids, 75% of pastors have aids

In Philippines and India very bad

Muslim areas not even talked about

There is a Stigma to it. It’s linked to immorality, and an admission of mortality and Sin

HIV - What is it?
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In laymen’s terms we have lots of white cells or T cells. When we are attacked by a viral bacterium, the T cells gather round it and the bacteria are destroyed. There is a major difference between a bacteria and a virus, the latter is not alive. If a virus gets into a T cell, it reprogrammed the T cell in what to do. 

With the HIV Virus it attacks the T cell and reprograms it to become a factory for the virus. The cell collapses and the virus move on.

-
Between 0 to 3 months you can infect someone else although its not visible in the blood. Up to here, health is the same as before, but the virus is growing. Without showing as having Aids therefore, someone infected can still transmit it. Even after a clean Aids test it is necessary to wait up to 3 months for another test to ensure there has been no infection.

-
The immune system makes up the balance of the lost T cells at the moment, but then this too starts to collapse. HIV- (HIV negative) means the body is not producing T cells anymore. 

-
The HIV test looks for the presence of antibodies, which aren’t there anymore when you are HIV negative. Also when HIV negative, since the HIV is not producing as there is no T cells, if someone infected has a cut and you touch it you wont get HIV.

-
There is a retro virus available, but it must be administered within 24 hours and requires checks at 1 month, 3 months and 6 months to check it has worked. In the west it is given to newborn babies. The chance of then developing aids in newborn babies drops from 10% to 4%. However, this retro virus is no good on the strain of HIV within the drug community, only in the sexual strain.

-
There are presently about 10 different strains of HIV, one in the gay community, some in Africa, some SE Asia, some sexual, some drug community etc. They all behave slightly differently.

-
With Sexual activity, remember that with the miniscule holes that exist in rubber products, 2% of the time sperm can still get through. Since the HIV virus is in the semen and not the sperm the virus is 10% smaller and is much more likely to get through.

-
Disease discovered in June 1981. 4-5 people died in the same week in America, all from the gay community. Then it suddenly took off. At that time patients had about 4 years to live. Now it is about 15. However, it was not known how long those who died earlier had had the disease at first.

-
Some kids may have collapsed T cells (HIV=) at birth but still have an immune system intact because their antibodies are from the mother.

-
Note because Aids in blood, it is calculated it would take about 2.8L of saliva, feaces or vomit etc to pass on Aids.

Aids - What is it

-
A person is deemed as having AIDS itself when they have a number of symptoms


-
Karposi Sycoma - Skin cancer. Looks like a birthmark, or an alcoholic’s nose, can be anywhere, inside or outside the body. It is not painful but can spread.


-
PCP Dementia - Mind cells turning to water


-
Clamidia Candida or thrush, Fungus to the mouth, tongues or gums. Starts in the tongue and can spread all the way down the gullet.


-
Pneumonia. Blocking of oxygen to the blood. Treatable, but people die within several days even in hospital. 80% of people with Aids eventually die of this. 

-
Note that we can all get these problems, but we can fix them because of our immune system. A Person with HIV is deemed as having Aids when they have two or more of these symptoms.

How far away from Aids is someone?

A
-Abstinence

B - Be Faithful

C - Condom

D - Die

E - Eternal Life

A, B, C are the backup for Aids. D is the Consequence and E the final choice. We as counselors can always take E to someone who is dying.
















