Week13 – Sexuality Part 2

Individual Morality

How righteous is righteous? The general position on individual morality is generic. It occurs with or without God. Males and females have different expectations from a relationship, and different expectations as the relationship builds.
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This is a generalization. Note that women have the default biblical position and need to honor that position. Men on the other hand have a position against biblical teaching and need to submit their position to biblical teaching.

It becomes more complicated as the relationship builds and additional arrows can be introduced.

-
As men realize that women want commitment, they will feign it to make a woman feel safer or secure so that he can get sex. For example he will promise to leave his wife, or the standard reply will be ‘Of course I love you’. There may be a real commitment, but the motivation is still to get Sex.

-
Women on the other hand may give sex to get commitment or to give them a better sense of security. Women’s actions become manipulating, now we are joined he has to make a commitment. The ultimate is the belief, now I am pregnant he has to make a commitment.

All these stances can undermine relationships. People will struggle to communicate Love. In fact Sex will destroy the relationship.

So, How far is to far

-
Determine for yourself where the boundaries lie. Determine, how far is to far. Touching hands in some cultures is to far. Snogging for example, if you don’t get married, would you like to think that your future partner would be happy with the knowledge that you have been this intimate with someone else. When counselling lead with a use of open Questions on this topic.

-
Will you be happy after marriage with how far you have gone before? Example of woman who wouldn’t have sex for 7 months after marriage to re-reestablish her commitment. In counselling, stressed on him that sex would be much improved by the abstinence thus making him take a choice on something that’s important to him.

-
Onus is on the man to stick to the boundaries. Show where the boundaries lie

-
Once the boundaries have been set, so not violate them

-
Define what is erotic for you, what is going to lead to an orgasmic effect. God’s intention is that erotic is for within a relationship.

Question, but Will we be compatible?

-
If there is a desire for the other person, and if they have to restrain themselves, then it will work.

-
Are they loving. Is the choice made for the highest good of another?

-
Self-control is a gift to the relationship, without it you cannot Love

-
St Francis of Assisi, Sex can be a wonderful servant, or a sexual Master.

-
Marriage exposes sexual problems, it does not create them

How men and women view each other

Women stereographically view men as 


Aggressive (sometimes this can be just loud or domineering in the relationship.) 


Uncaring, not tender or a good listener


Unable to connect, only connecting for sexual gain, not able to communicate


Less caring, less intimate, more demanding and possibly sexually aggressive

Men stereographically view Women as


Over emotional, Expresses freely, laughing, crying


Weak and needy, free to express


Manipulative, if she stops crying when she gets her way he will see this as being manipulative


Complicated, All of the above

This is an over-simplification. To find out how a particular person sees the opposite sex, ask them to talk about the other sex in their lives. Ask them to tell you stories. Those stories will tell you how their experiences have determined their view of the opposite sex.

Handling Temptation

Joseph in Potiphers House, Genesis 39

About 17 went sold by brothers. Note that Joseph is the most developed character in the bible. He even gets more airtime than Jesus. Also culturally Potiphers wife could use make slaves. So it is very interesting Josephs answers when she wants him. He has several Strategies in place

-
Respects his master. Fear of the Lord. He will not compromise his position. 

-
He honors her marriage, abiding by her wedding vows, even if she doesn’t

-
Not only refuses to sleep with her but even refuses to be with her. Proverbs 5.7 know where your problem is and move away from temptation rather than flirt with it.

-
If all else fails, then run

As homework for clients, get them to read this passage and ask them to formulate strategies of their own

David and Bathsheba, 2 Samuel 11/Psalm 51

Actually flirts with the temptation and chases it. Strategies all from a personal need

-
Seen beauty and wants it

-
She has been away. The devil makes work for idle hands’

-
Didn’t have to watch her but chose to

-
Sent for the wife and got her pregnant. But note that the sexual boundaries were crossed long before that. It didn’t just happen, it never does.

-
Trying to cover up his sin, Getting Uriah to sleep with his wife.

-
Led to greater sin. Murder

Jesus ministry for sexual problems

How can the actions of Jesus in his ministry help us to administer in a similar way

Samaritan Women, John 4

-
Jesus belittles himself to talk to her

-
Talks about the water (as spirit, or relationship). She asks for it. V 20 there is seen a change. She had been talking about physical intimacy, now talking about spiritual intimacy

-
She now confront everyone in town


God turns our mess into a message and our test into a testimony. If he has done it for her, he can do it for anyone

The general move is from Sexual brokenness to spiritual intimacy.

Woman in adultery, John 8

Woman is just meat in the trap for Jesus. They want to know if he is consistent with the Old Testament or will he condone murder. What was he writing, Doodling, 10 commandments, their sins. Only other examples of God writing in the Bible is the 10 commandments, or in Daniel, ‘you have been weighed in the scales and found wanting’ what does god do

-
Doesn’t condemn her

-
Forgives her

-
Tells her to change her lifestyle.

Sinful woman, Luke 7,36

Woman with perfume, which is her life savings to be used as a pension. Worth about a year’s wages (from previous story), or about £20,000 today. Wonder if this is her first encounter with Jesus. Would you make such a gift in your first encounter? Her kissing is a form of worship.

-
Intimacy with God is the antidote for sexual immorality and the healing for sexual problems.


As councilors we can be like

-
Simon, Judging and elevating ourselves to a position of self-righteousness

-
Woman, Times we need to be humble at the feet of Jesus. Need mercy and forgiveness

-
Jesus, Prepared to associate with unclean. Allowed to say your sins are forgiven. Reassure them they are forgiven 1 John 1 9

Note in all the stories above, men are shamed and women honored

Homosexuality

Jesus himself has said nothing about homosexuality, but what has been said before is till applicable. Many homosexuals state there is an implication about David and Jonathon, but the bible is clear about this relationship.

Genesis 19

Encounter between Lot and the Angels. The angels have come to Sodom and Lot invites them to his house. Men of the town came to have sex with them and Lot says no and asks that they take his virgin daughters instead. Angels pull Lot in and strike with boldness. Judgment is pronounced.

-
Lot says its wrong even before Leviticus or the 10 commandments.

-
No hospitality argument as Lot offers his daughters.

Leviticus 8

List of things that are wrong, including not to have sex between men. Many people argue over the use of laws from Leviticus and that they are not applicable but this is down to the understanding of the laws. Not all are for all men. There are five types of law.


Israeli Civil Law


Dine in that country under the law of the land. Laws only applicable to the geographical region, so if not living there, you don’t come under those laws.


Jewish Law


Jewish Religious law. E.g. 12 year old has a bar mitzvah. Wherever you live, if a Jew you must uphold this law


Levitical law


For Levites only, i.e. Josephs brothers and their tribe. If born in this line, destined to be a priest or prophet to represent God. For example they cannot own land, must wash in a certain way etc. If you were a benjamite Jew for example, then this law is not applicable.


Universal law


Like the laws of nature. E.g. the sunsets and riuses, gravity. They are applicable to all and we cannot break them.  They cover the universe


Moral law


Again applicable to anyone no matter what nation or where you live. The 10 commandments are examples of moral law.

How do we tell the difference? All moral law carries the death penalty. If the penalty is to wash or burn clothing, then its not moral law. Homosexuality is moral law.

Leviticus 20

Shortened list of the above. Quoted by Jesus

Judges 19

Similar to Genesis 19The Levite, concubine and male servant. They go to an old mans house. Villages bang on the door and tell him to bring the servant out for sex. Again man says no but take the concubine. Similar to Genesis only now we have the law. Woman raped until dawn and her body then cut into 12 pieces and sent to the twelve tribes. They come back and kill all the men in the village. There is an implication that heterosexual rape is less than homosexual in levitcal law.

Romans 1 18-28

Regarding abandoning Gods and doing what is unnatural. Homosexuals often argue that they feel heterosexual love is unnatural. However natural is based on the laws of creation, it is metaphysical, i.e. how it was created, not subjective, i.e. how it feels from a psychological viewpoint.

This is also the only passage that mentions female homosexuality. It is worshiping the creative, i.e. not worshiping God but man.

1 Timothy 1 9-11

List of things contrary to the law of God. Takes about Catamites (male prostitutes) and worshipers of strange gods.

1 Corinthians 6 9-11

List of things that will keep you out of the Kingdom of God Again mentions Male prostitutes (Catamites) and homosexual offenders (Sodomists). Note that is separates the two and mentions both. Also remember that Paul is talking to Christians. 

To the argument, my genes made me do it, on the homosexual gene test, only 40% were true and there was no control group. If you take twins, with the same upbringing you would expect both to be homosexual if one is using this argument. But this is not the case. At the end of the day it’s a question of free choice.

Questions

What do you think a struggling promiscuous heterosexual needs for healing (needs to be made whole)

What do you think a struggling promiscuous homosexual needs for healing 







