Week6 – Relationships

General

- 
More than one type, although all the various types of relationship we have will fall under two general types defined by what they provide as follows. 

Instructional relationship: Has a purpose, e.g. a shopkeeper

Consumatory relationship: There for its own purpose, doesn’t need anything, its there for its own sake.

-
 Relationships Fulfill needs and Provide Intimacy. They also provide an emotional response

- 
The level of a relationship is not dependant on the level of a communication

-
There will be conflict if there are different expectations of the relationship

-
There will be conflict if the two people in the relationship are treating it as a different type, i.e. consumatory against instrumental. This is because there will be a conflict of boundaries.

Building blocks of a relationship

1) Love (Most enduring)

-
Love is probably the most misunderstood word. A man may love spaghetti and also love his wife. T is also the most confusing and most manipulated word. 

-
Agape love is emotional but involves will and intent and contains a moral content. 

-
In the west however love is purely emotional without a moral connection. It is also the core of the dating game. 
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Because of the roller coaster of the dating/mating game, love becomes very manipulative and causes much distress. It can take years to get over and the walls that get put up are taken into the next relationship.

-
In the uncontrolled environment in the west there are no boundaries to protect us

-
Singles in church can come across as asexual puritans. It should be remembered that we are all sexual beings, and there is a godly expression of our sexuality. Sexuality is a part of whom we are and shouldn’t be repressed but you can set godly boundaries.  One for example is the flirting boundary. Flirting is promising something that you are not going to give.

-
There is danger in that we live in a society where sex is used to buy and sell anything.

2) Trust/Faith (Most fragile)

-
When you build a relationship and you put in trust you are becoming vulnerable. If that trust is then broken, for example in adultery, the ability to trust again will be very difficult.

-
Sometimes trust is seen to be broken, when in fact there has been a false expectation in the first place.

-
Care in counselling when someone puts his or her trust in you. You are going to be harsh, and if they have a false expectation they may see this as a broken trust.

3) Respect (most Neglected)

-
Respect is to acknowledge character or worth in another person, even if you don’t agree with them.

-
Lot of discussion about bible on respecting your father and mother, and respecting authority, but this turns out to be honour and submission. 


Very few mentions in the bible of respect, but one in Mathew Mark and Luke is the parable of the man who planted the vineyard when the high priest and elders are asking Jesus by what authority he is doing the things he is. There are about another six or seven mentions, and in each case we show respect to others because it is pleasing to God.

-
In the west we generally only respect someone based on character, performance or looks.

4) Understanding (Spiritual Heart)

-
As we truly understand and seek to be understood there will be reconciliation.

-
Teaching of the Johari window. 
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As I grow with you and you with me, the top left grows, but so does the bottom right, the potential. The unknown potential is what I can become.

-
John, ‘Time to put away childish things….’
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